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From the desk of Richard Garnett, Executive Director
of The Arc of Greater Tarrant County
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MISSION: The Arc of Greater Tarrant County advocates on behalf of and in col-
laboration with people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, and their
families to improve their quality of life and to expand opportunities to participate
When it’s too actively in the community. We do this by supporting and educating individuals with
. . intellectual and developmental disabilities and their families, service providers and
important to wait, the community, and by providing or helping community efforts to provide

the news that’s hot! needed supports and services
Don’t be left behind!

Each month you will see the Executive Memorandum in your newsletter with information and
news. However, if you are on our Arc Alert E-mail list, you will also receive additional isues
in an electronic version of the Memorandum with news alerts and reports to make you aware
of things that might not wait for the next newsletter or which call for a strategic or advocate
response to a situation. We are using a data base of people who have been involved with The
Arc, and we are assuming that you are interested in such information. If you are not inter-
ested, just let us know and we will take you off of the e-mail distribution list. If on the other
hand you are not on our email list and want to receive either the Executive Memorandum or

Newsletter electronically , simply email your interest and we will add you to the list. I intend

for this to be a useful and informative service for self-advocates, parents & family members as

well as for professionals, legislators & policy makers. Let me know what you think.
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TCDD Requests Public Input on Proposed State
June 2008 Plan Amendments

Volume 2, Issue 9 ) o ) o
The Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities (TCDD) would like public input|on

proposed amendments to the TCDD State Plan for Fiscal Years 2007-2011. This plan
includes the Council's Goals and Objectives which guide future grant projects and staff
activities. The Council wants to know what Texans who have developmental

disabilities, their families, friends, neighbors, service providers and other interested
individuals think about the proposed amendments.

THE ARC OF GREATER The draft amendments are available on the TCDD Web site at

TARRANT COUNTY http://www.txddc.state.tx.us/resources/publications/state plan/sp2007-
2011/amendspintro.asp  Please review the TCDD State Plan and Proposed

1300 W. Lancaster Amendments and submit your comments using the ofdime

Suite 104 (http://www.txddc.state.tx.us/resources/publications/state_plan/sp2007-

Fort Worth, Texas 76102 2011/amendspinput.aspr by e-mailing comments tibanna.Cordry@tcdd.state.tx.us

Comments are due by July 11, 2008.

Phone: 817/877-1474
Fax: 817/877-1477
Email: info@arcgtc.org

IF YOU WANT YOUR NAME REMOVED FROM THE DISTRIBUTION LIST,
SIMPLY REPLY BY EMAIL WITH THAT DESIRE OR GIVE US A CALL.
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Executive MemoreFtum

New Autism Spectrum Disorder
Website Introduced

Jay Espaillat has announced a new website,
AutismSpot.com, which is based out of Dallas
and has a wealth of information regarding ASD
that appears to be unbiased and profession-
ally done. This could be a place for family
members, people on the spectrum, profession-
als in the field and interested members of
the public to learn by reading, seeing and

hearing, and social networking. The website
is free and has a large catalog of videos on
various subjects, discussion forums on

several topics, and they are going to have an
online ABA training course for parents that
will be 4-6 hours long and cost $80-$120.
This will provide support, information and
worksheets to families as well.

also planning to have Spot University which
will be 6-8 hours of online training for
teachers around behaviors (more than just
ASD) that will have testing built into it as

well. He said they are a couple of months
away on this being ready to go. To examine
this new site and decide if it is for you, go

to:  www.autismspot.com
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Arc Board Governance Committee
Calls for Nominations to the Board

The Arc Board Governance Committee is begin-
ning its work on developing a slate of nominees
for the Board of Directors. They are currently
accepting nominations of people who feel they
can make a contribution to the Board and to The
Arc, and who are willing to make the commitment
to that responsibility. The slate will be presented
at the November Business meeting for
election. Send your recommendations to Denise
Gasmire, Chair, Governance Committee, at The
Arc office or deniseatcsi@sbcglobal.net.

PERSONAL NOTE: | am proud to announce that my
oldest son, Rick, just received his Masters Degree in

Environmental Science from TCU, and my youngest son,
Kevin, just received his Bachelors Degree in Journalism

from the University of Missouri. | am a proud papa!
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PETER V. BERNS NAMED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE ARC OF THE UNITED STATES

Peter V. Berns, a nationally recognized nonprofit sector leader
and public interest lawyer, has been hamed Executive Director of
The Arc of the United States, the world’s largest community based
organization of and for people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Currently Executive Director of the Maryland Asso-
ciation of Nonprofit Organizations, Berns will assume his duties
full time on July 7, 2008.

In his 16 years at Maryland Nonprofits, he built the Association
from a start-up to a position of prominence in the nonprofit com-
munity, nationally, with more than 1,700 members of all sizes, all
sectors and from all regions of the state. In addition, he served as
Chief Executive Officer of the Standards for Excellence Institute
since its inception in 2004.

“Peter’s stewardship of The Arc will lead us to a new era of
growth and development. For over 20 years, he has made extraor
dinary contributions in the areas of nonprofit management, gov-
ernmental relations and advocacy. As a public policy advocate, he
was critical to reforming state and federal Medicaid regulations
improving life for persons with disabilities and their families,”

said Mary V. Jordan, President of The Arc of the United States.
Commenting on his appointment, Berns said, “Over the years |
have been inspired by the volunteers and professionals in The Arc
community that | have had the privilege to work with. The Arc’s
commitment to civil rights, services and supports for people with
intellectual disabilities is more important then ever. | can’t wait to
get started and use my skills as a public interest lawyer and non-
profit association executive to help knock down the barriers that
people with disabilities continue to face on a daily basis.”

The Arc is the world’s largest community based organization of
and for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities. It
provides an array of services and support for families and indi-
viduals and includes over 140,000 members affiliated through
more than 850 state and local chapters across the nation. The Arc
is devoted to promoting and improving supports and services for
all people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.

NEW ARC LEADERSHIP & SELF ADVOCACY
GRANT PLANNING PUBLIC ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Arc’'s new leadership training project, funded by the Texas
Council on Developmental Disabilities, is anticipated to start in
mid summer. One part of that project will be to have a Public
Advisory Committee (PAC) which will offer input and guidance
as the project develops. “The PAC will include individuals who
are able to engage in policy planning and implementation on
behalf of The Arc at local, regional or state levels.” Membership
will include representation from self-advocates & family mem-
bers, experts, key agency representation, faith-based communi-
ties, potential funding sources, business leaders and appropriate
licensing/standards entities. Membership will be limited to 8-12
individuals. There will be monthly meetings during year one of
the project. If you are interested and feel you can commit to this
responsibility, please call Richard Garnett 817/877-1474.



